
Salting and clearing roads 
Our priority has to be vital transport routes in and 
out of the city, major bus routes, and major routes 
to places like hospitals, schools and shopping centres.  

Roads are divided into three levels of priority. Colas 
will salt priority 1 and 2 roads (see map). Priority 3 
roads (all the rest) will not be salted. But in the 
event of heavy snowfall, once priority 1 and 2 roads 
have been cleared, we will endeavour to clear 
lower-priority roads.

Pavements
These are also salted on a priority basis. The top 
priorities are near places like major shopping areas, 
hospitals, transport hubs and schools. Other pavements 
will not be salted. But in the event of heavy snowfall, 
once priority pavements have been cleared we will 
endeavour to clear lower-priority pavements. 

You can clear snow and ice from pavements 
yourself. It’s unlikely that you’ll be sued or held 
responsible if someone is injured on a path or 
pavement if you’ve cleared it carefully.

When you clear snow and ice:

• do it early in the day – it’s easier to move 
fresh, loose snow

• don’t use water – it might refreeze and turn to 
black ice

• use salt if possible – it will melt the ice or 
snow and stop it from refreezing overnight 

• use ash and sand if you don’t have enough 
salt – it will provide grip underfoot

• pay extra attention when clearing steps and 
steep pathways – using more salt may help

There are 79 salt bins across Portsmouth. These are 
for public use but please use the salt wisely and 
remember it is not for use on private property.
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